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ORIGINAL: ENGLISHY
ECONOMIC COMMISSION
FOR EUROPEY

Meeting of the Parties to thef
Convention on Access to
Information,

Public Participation in Decision-
making and{

Access to Justice in Environmentgl
Matters

(First meeting, Lucca, Italy, 21-23
October 2002)

(Item 6 (b) of the provisional
agenda)f

1

1

1

DRAFT DECISION 1/81
REPORTING
REQUIREMENTSY

1

1

The Meetindf

1

Recallingarticle 10, paragraph 2,
of the Convention, which states
that, at their meetings, the Partie!
shall keep under continuous review
the implementation of the
Convention on the basis of regulg
reporting by the Parties,

1

=

Recognizinghat reporting is a
vital element in ensuring that it is
informed about activities
undertaken by Parties pursuant t
the Convention, |

1

Recognizing alsthat regular
reporting by Parties provides
important contextual information
which will facilitate the assessmep
of compliance under the
Convention and thereby contribute
to the work of the Compliance
Committee, |

-

1

Believingthat public involvement
in the process of reporting is likel
to improve the quality and
accuracy of reports and to
strengthen the credibility of the
reporting process,{

Noting that regular reporting by
Parties may also serve as a means
to keep the public informed of
measures taken by Parties to
implement the Convention,{

1

Taking into accounthe objective
of a simple, concise and not
excessively burdensome reporting
mechanism,{
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Full name of the institution:

Name and title of officer:

Postal address:

Telephone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Provide brief information on the process by whieis teport has been prepared, including

information on which types of public authoritiesre&geonsulted or contributed to its preparation,
on how the public was consulted and how the outaafrttee public consultation was taken into

account and on the material which was used as &aspreparing the report.

Answer:
The Report was updated by the following experteeMinistry of Environment and Water:

- Nelly llieva State Expert in DirectoratéStrategies, Coordination on Issues of the

European Union and International Cooperatjon”

- Aneta Dzhorina, Junior Expert in Directoratéstrategies, Coordination on Issues of the

European Union and International Cooperdtion
- Vanya Grigorova, Director or Directorate “PrevengvActivity”;
- Irena Mochurova, senior legal adviser in Directogat,Legal Legislative and
Administrative Servicing”.

The non-governmental ecological organizations wewited to get involved in the development
of the draft report. No proposals were receivedthy non-governmental organizations at this

stage. The draft report was placed on the Intersig¢ of the Ministry for comments and

proposals from the public for a term of 30 dayse flon-governmental organizations working
the sphere of preservation of environment were @albe informed and were invited to prese
notes and proposals. The draft report was seen Hy unique visitors to the site within t
framework of the indicated term. Three commentewereived with regard to the draft repor
by the non-governmental ecological organizatioroéaoclub — Vratsa, the American Cham
of Commerce in Bulgaria and a consultancy company .

The non-governmental organization Infoecoclub —tsaaconsiders that the requirements of
Aarhus Convention were not appropriately transpassa the Bulgarian legislation as well
that its implementation is not effective. The stawmidt was formed in the most general ter
there are no specific facts and examples which sbaport the thesis of the organization, sq

of the statements are false and improper. The AmeriChamber of Commerce in Bulgar

proposes that the business should be actively wedoln the preparation of the drafts of n
legislative instruments, strategies, plans, programthe sphere of environment. In principle
business as well as the other groups of the sowietg included in working groups and we
informed in due time during the preparation of thafts of the documents. The proposal of
organization shall be discussed, aimed at the raote involvement of the business in 1
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process of decision-making about environment.




MP.PP/2002/10
Page 6
Annex

Report any particular circumstances that are rel@vimr understanding the report, e.g. whether

there is a federal and/or decentralized decisiorkim@ structure, whether the provisions of the
Convention have a direct effect upon its entry fotoe, or whether financial constraints are a
significant obstacle to implementation (optional).

Answer:

Article 3

List legislative, regulatory and other measures thimplement the general provisions in
paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 7 and 8 of article 3.

Explain how these paragraphs have been implememarticular, describe:

(&  With respect tgparagraph 2, measures taken to ensure that officials and
authorities assist and provide the required guidanc

(b)  With respect tgparagraph 3, measures taken to promote education and
environmental awareness;

(c)  With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is appropriate

recognition of and support to associations, orggiuns or groups promoting environmental
protection;

(d)  With respect tgparagraph 7, measures taken to promote the principles of the
Convention internationally;

(e)  With respect tgparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that persons exercising

their rights under the Convention are not be peadlipersecuted or harassed.

Answer
3al
Legislative measures:
Access to Public Information Act - Art. 15 and At6 require the public authorities to publish
certain public information and make it availablegte public.
Environmental Protection Act — Art. 22 (&)nended — State Gazette. issue 77 of 2805)
provides for the Minister of Environment to prepareual state of environment report and
present it to the Council of Ministersgie Council of Ministers annually submits to then@ral

Assembly a report on the state of the environmespigsed by the Minister of Environment and

Water, which it publishes after its acceptance asddal Report on the State and Preservation of

the Environment.

Art. 24 and Art. 25 of the Environmental Protectidwt obligate each manager of an

administrative structure annually to publish datanf the information arrays and resources
information about environment;

Art. 25a. (New - SG, issue 77 of 2005) (1) of the EnvirontaéRrotection Act - The competent

authorities and the persons pursuant to Art//21 21.
(1) Competent authorities under this chapter shiadl the central and territoril

authorities of the executive power which collecd dmve information available about the
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environment.

(2) Competent authorities within the meaning ofa@dr shall also be the other authoriti
and organizations which dispose of the funds ofcitresolidated state budget and collect &
dispose of information about the environment whle £xception of the authorities of
legislative and judicial power.

(3) (New - SG, issue 77 of 2005) Each natural gisfic person who renders publ
services related to environment and who impleménits activity under the control of th
authorities and the organizations pursuant to Pataand 2. shall be obligated to provi
information about the environment in accordancétlite procedure established by this chay
as well)shall create an Internet site and maintain throiighformation database about t
environment which shall be gratuitous and publadgessible.

(2) The database pursuant to Para. 1 shall coatd@ast the following information:

1. Texts of international contracts, conventionsagreements and legislation related
environment;

2. Strategies, plans and programs related to emvient;

3. Reports on the progress or the implementatiorthef instruments and docume
pursuant to items 1 and 2 if such were preparedaintained in an electronic kind;

4. The national and regional reports on the staémeironment as well as other reports
the state of environment anticipated in the lawndhe subordinate legislation;

5. Data or generalized data incoming from the nooimg of the activities which exert ¢
may exert impact over environment;

6. Public registers in accordance with the procedestablished by this act or of ot
special acts in the sphere of environment.

(3) The information pursuant to Para. 2 shall bdéoplecally updated.

Article 31 — national radio and TV operators arguieed to cooperate with the public
authorities for the dissemination of environmeiriédrmation.

Regulatory measures:
Orders of the Minister of Environment and Water:
Order N110/11.02.2003 on the Establishment of alGgtie of Environmental Data Sourc
Order N 111/11.02.2003 — determines the obligatafreertain administrative structures tqg
provide environmental information, which shall beluded in the Catalogue of Data
Sources.
New Order No RD-953/18.12.2006 which shall not kevéhe obligations under Order N
111/11.02.2003 on the Catalogue for Sources ofrimétion about Environment but sh
update the procedure for keeping the registerstaheuapplications received for the provisi
of access to public information;

3(b): Ecological education:

A memorandum of understanding between the Minstiiznvironment and Water and the
Ministry of Education and Science has been signed.

3(c) Pursuant to Art. 8, Para. 3 of the Nationati@et Act for year 2007 funds were anticipa|
for financing projects of non-governmental orgatimas of general significance and one of
four priorities is the preservation of environmemhe associations, organizations or gro
working for the preservation of the environment nagyply with projects under the operatio
programs for financing of Bulgaria on the part lné tEuropean Union. Representatives of N
governmental organizations are included in ovewatking groups, boards and committees W
ministries related to the protection of the envimamt.
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Describe anypbstacles encountereéh the implementation of any of the paragrapharti€le 3
listed above.

Answer:

Provide further information on thgractical application of the general provisions othe
Convention.

Answer:

Information centers for the public were createthin MOEW and its regional bodies where each

citizen may obtain information about the environme€onsiderable information is alreagy

available at the Ministry’s website, as well atdbmf its regional authorities. A “one-stop-shop”
service to register the filed applications for asc® information was established in the MOEW

in 2000, which allowed for proper file managememd aompliance with applicable deadlines,
MOEW organized nationwide environmental public aaveass campaigns targeting varid

interest groupswith regard to the Communication Strategy for thedpean Union projects ate

implemented for getting the public and the locahatities acquainted with the requirementg
the new European environmental legislation.

us

of

Within the framework of several projects under tBtbility Pact, guidelines have been

developed and seminars have been held to famédiaraious target groups with their righ
deriving from the implementation of the Aarhus Cention in Bulgaria.

The Ministry has built a partnership with nhongoveenmtal organizations on the principles
equality and transparency. Environmental NGOs fade in the decision-making process

ts

of
as

members of advisory bodies to and working groupthefMinistry. At the earliest possible stage

the NGOs are provided with the opportunity to egpréheir positions on legal acts, strateg

ies,

plans, and programmes drafted by the Ministry coring the environment and sustainaple

development.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.moew.government.bg

http://nfp-bg.eionet.eu.int/cds _eng/main.htm

Article 4

List legislative, regulatory and other measures thimplement the provisions on access to
environmental information in article 4.

Explain how each paragraph of article 4 has begieimented. Describe the transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disination requirement in article 3, paragraph
Also, and in particular, describe:
(@)  With respect tgparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

M Any person may have access to information with@wirg to state an
interest;

(ii) Copies of the actual documentation containing onfmasing the requested

information are supplied;

0.
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(i)  The information is supplied in the form requested,;

(b)  Measures taken to ensure that the time limits plexVifor inparagraph 2 are
respected;
(©) With respect tgparagraphs 3 and 4 measures taken to:
® Provide for exemptions from requests;
(i) Ensure that the public interest test at the ermhedgraph 4 is applied;

(d)  With respect tgparagraph 5, measures taken to ensure that a public authduity
does not hold the environmental information receet$akes the necessary action;

(e)  With respect tgparagraph 6, measures taken to ensure that the requirement t
separate out and make available information is émginted;

) With respect tgparagraph 7, measures taken to ensure that refusals meentiee
limits and the other requirements with respecefasals;

()  With respect tgparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that the requirements
charging are met.

—

o

on

> Answer:
Article 2 of the Convention
Definitions:

1. "Public Authority"- there is no definition in the Bulgarian legislatiwhich fully
transposes this definition of the Convention.

According to Art. 21, (1) and (2) of the vihonmental Protection Act (EPA) “publi
authorities” are the competent authorities defiagdollows:

. central and local executive authorities that coléewl hold information relating t
the environment;

. bodies and organizations that dispose of resoustdbe consolidated nation
budget and that collect and hold information relgtio the environment, with the excepti
of the legislative and judicial authorities.

3) (New - SG, issue 77 of 2005) Each natural oisfier person who renders public serviq
related to the environment and who implementsabig/ities under the control of the authorit
and the organizations pursuant to Para. 1 and [2 alka be obligated to provide informati
about the environment in accordance with the proeedstablished by this Chapter;

2. "Environmental Information"
The definition of “environmental information” islfy transposed in Art. 18 and Art.19 of
the EPA
Art. 4 a/
According to Art. 17 of the EPA:
- anyone shall have the right of access to avalablormation relating to the environme
without having to prove a specific interest.

According to Art. 26 and 270of the Access to Publformation Act:

- access to public information shall be grantethanfollowing forms:

examination of the information - original or copyrbal explanation; paper copy; copy on
technical bearer. The bodies shall comply withrdwested form of access to public

o

N

information, with certain exceptions.
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Art. 4b/

According to Art. 20 (2) of the EPA:
- information relating to the environment shallgyvevided within fourteen days after the date

which the applicant was notified about the decisiérihe competent authority to provide

access to the information requested.
According to Art. 28 (1) of the Access to Publiédrmation Act:

on

- each request for access to public informatiorl sfeaconsidered within the shortest possible

time, but not later that 14 days as of date ofstegfiion.

Art. 4 ¢/
According to Art. 20 (1) of the EPA:
- access to information relating to the environnreay be denied where the request is for:

1. classified information constituting a state seor an official secret;
2. information constituting an industrial or commiat secret, designated as such by law
3. intellectual property;

4. information constituting personal data, where tratural person concerned has

not

consented to the disclosure of the said informatiord according to the requirements

provided for in the Protection of Personal Data;Act

5. information which would adversely affect theeirsts of a third party which has
supplied the information requested without thatypaeing under or capable of being

under a legal obligation to do so, and where thatypdoes not consent to the release of

the information;
6. information that will adversely affect the emrimental media.

According to Art. 33. of the Access to Public Infation Act:

- if the body does not hold the requested inforarmaéind is not aware of its location, it shall
notify the applicant accordingly within 14 days.

According to Art. 29. (1) of the Access to Publiédrmation Act:

- where it is not clear what information is beneguested or it is too broadly defined, the

applicant shall be advised accordingly and shapo@ided an opportunity to specify the

requested information.

According to Art. 20(4) of the EPA:

- upon making a decision to refuse provision of arfgrmation covered under Paragraph
the competent authority shall take into accountphblic interest served by disclosure
any such information.

According to Art. 14/2(3) of the Access to Publiédrmation Act:

- the authorities shall be obliged to announcerittion, which has been collected, or came
their knowledge during the performance of theindties, where such information is, or
could be, of interest to the public.

Art. 4 d/
According to Art. 32. (1) of the Access to Publiédrmation Act:

- when the body does not hold the requested inflomgbut is aware of its location, it shall ret

1),
of

to

sent the application within 14 days as of receiggthe request and shall notify the applicant
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of the re-sending.
Art. 4 e/

According to Art. 20/5 of the EPA:
- in case of restricted access, the available imnédion relating to the environment shall
provided in the part therein as can possibly bauisgpd out from the restricted informatio

According to Art. 37 (2) of the Access to Publiédrmation Act:

- partial access may be granted to such partseahformation, access to which is not restricted.

Art. 4f/
According to Art. 38 of the Access to Public Infation Act:

- a decision refusing access to public informatiocmlisdtate the legal and factual grounds for t
refusal under this act, the date of the decisiahtha procedure for its appeal.

According to Art. 28 (2) of the Access to Publiédrmation Act:

- the competent authorities, or persons explictiyhorized by them, shall decide on whether
grant or deny access to public information andlstalfy in writing the applicant about the
decision

Art. 4 g/
According to Art. 20. (1) of the Access to Publiédrmation Act:

- the access to public information shall be freeladirge. The expenses incurred for granting
access to public information shall be recoverealcieordance with tariffs determined by the
Minister of Finance, and shall not exceed the datosts incurred. A justification of the
expenses shall be provided to the applicant upques.

- According to Art. 22 of the Access to Public Infaation Act:

- no additional expenses shall be charged foections and/or addendum to the granted puk
information in cases where the information is imeot or incomplete and this has been reque
by the applicant on stated grounds

According to Art. 29 of the EPA:
- the charge made for provision of expressly preeddnformation shall be negotiated in e
particular case.

lic
sted

ach

Describe anybstacles encountereéh the implementation of any of the paragrapharttle 4.

Answer:
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Provide further information on thgractical application of the provisions on accesst
information, e.g. are there any statistics available on tmebau of requests made, the numbe
of refusals and their reasons?

=

Answer:

In the Ministry of Environment and Water and itgimnal authorities there is a very w
organized access-to-information system that isesltp constant development.

The access to information procedure in the MinistrfEnvironment and Water and its bodie
regulated by three ministerial orders regarding é¢séablishment of a register of access
information requests, a list of issued legal andiadstrative acts, and a request proces

ell

S is
-to_
sing

procedure. A “one-stop-shop” service has been dinized, whereby all access-to-information

requests are filed and allocated for consideration.

Pursuant to Art. 15, Para. (2) (Amended - SG, isadieof 2006) of the Access to Pul
Information Act :

Each manager of an administrative structure withi@ system of the executive power s
prepare an annual report on the applications reddier access to public information which s
also include data about the rejections made andehsons for that. The annual report S
constitute a part of the annual reports pursuaAtto62, Para. 1 of the Administration Act.

Order No 111/11.02.2003 was also updated in reldatiche preparation of these reports ang
optimization of the work by signed new Order No PB3/18.12.2006 of the Minister
Environment and Water;

The applications registered for access to pubfiorination in the Ministry of Environment a
Water, sector “One-Stop-Shop” Service”, for the dimeriod from 01.01.2005 to 30.06.2(
added in total to: 348 nos. Respectively in conforiwith the applicants they were: journalist
8; citizens - 114, NGOs — 86, others - 148.

The resolutions for rejection for the provisionaafcess to public information were prepared
6 of the applications filed as:

e The requested information refers to instrumentsctvhiire not completed a
which do not have their independent significanceanformity with the provision
of Art. 13, Para. 2, item 1 of the Access to Pulriformation Act;

« Owing to disagreement on the part of third perstorsthe provision of thg
information on the grounds of Art. 37, Para. 1mit@ of the Access to Publ
Information Act.

Specially designated officers in the Ministry atglbhodies are responsible for providing ac
to information. Employees of the Ministry and isdes have been trained in application of

lic
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Aarhus Convention at several seminars held forghipose. A “Guide for Implementation of the

Aarhus Convention” has been developed and up-loaded special section of the Ministry
website dedicated to the Convention.

The Ministry was recognized for its work in the aref information provision, beir|
distinguished by the NGOAtcess to Information Progrdnas one of the public institutions
Bulgaria providing very good access to the infoiprait holds.

'S

in

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:
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http://www.moew.government.bg/

Article 5

List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on the
collection and dissemination of environmental infomation in article 5.

Explain how each paragraph of article 5 has begheimented. Describe the transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disgnation requirement in article 3, paragraph
Also, and in particular, describe:

@) With respect tgaragraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:
0] Public authorities possess and update environmgriteination;
(i)  There is an adequate flow of information to publithorities;
(i)  In emergencies, appropriate information is dissaieithimmediately and
without delay;

(b)  With respect tgparagraph 2, measures taken to ensure that the way in which
public authorities make environmental informatimaitable to the public is transparent and th
environmental information is effectively accessjble

(c)  With respect tgparagraph 3, measures taken to ensure that environmental

information progressively becomes available in tetetic databases which are easily accessib

to the public through public telecommunicationsveks;

©

at

e

(d)  With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to publish and disseminate natipnal

reports on the state of the environment;

(e) Measures taken to disseminate the information medeto inparagraph 5;

® With respect tgparagraph 6, measures taken to encourage operators whose
activities have a significant impact on the envinemt to inform the public regularly of the

environmental impact of their activities and produc

() Measures taken to publish and provide informat®neguired irparagraph 7;

(h)  With respect tgparagraph 8, measures taken to develop mechanisms with a
to ensuring that sufficient product informatiomigade available to the public;

® With respect tgaragraph 9, measures taken to establish a nationwide syster
pollution inventories or registers.

iew

n of

Answer:
Art.5a/

According to Art. 24 of the EPA:
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- on an annual basis, each head of an adminigratiucture in the system of the execut

ive

branch of government shall publish data for thayamrand resources of processed environmental

information
- According to Art. 25(1) of the EPA:

- the Minister of Environment and Water shall sssun order determining the description of the

information arrays and resources.
In conformity with Art.25a of the Access to Public Information Act{New - SG, issue 77 of

2005) (1) The competent authorities and the perparsuant to Art. 21 shall create an Interne

site and maintain through it information datab&aseua the environment which is gratuitous a
publicly accessible.

(2) The database pursuant to Para. 1 shall coatdéast the following information:

1. Texts of international contracts, conventionsagreements and legislation related
environment;

2. Strategies, plans and programs related to emvient;

—

to

3. Reports on the progress or the implementatiorthef instruments and documeints

pursuant to items 1 and 2 if such were preparedaintained in an electronic kind;
4. The national and regional reports on the staémeironment as well as other reports
the state of environment anticipated in the lawndhe subordinate legislation;

5. Data or generalized data incoming from the nmoimg of the activities which exert or

may exert impact over environment;
6. Public registers in accordance with the procedestablished by this act or of oth
special acts in the sphere of environment.
(3) The information pursuant to Para. 2 shall béogkécally updated.
- According toArt. 23 of the EPA:

- in the event of accidental or other pollutiorhese the limit values for pollutants discharge

the environment as established by a legislative cacain individual administrative act are

exceeded, the polluters, as well as the persomomeible for observance of the limit valy
shall be obliged to notify immediately the competeagional governors, mayors of t
municipalities concerned, the relevant RIEWSs, thsitb directorates, and the authorities of
Ministry of State Policy for Disasters and Accidgrand, in case of change of the radiaf]
level, the Nuclear Regulatory Agency as well.

Pursuant to Art. 23, Para. 2 of the Access to EBubfiormation Acithe competent authoritig
covered under Paragraph (1) shall be obliged tdynotmediately the Ministry of Health an
the affected community about the occurrence ofupiolh in excess of the emission limit valu
suggesting measures for protection of human haailthof property.

Art. 5 b/
According to Art. 15 (1) of the Access to Publiédrmation Act:

- in order to achieve transparency of the admiaiiin's activities, and for the purpose of
maximum facilitation of access to public informattjevery chief officer of an administrative
structure within the system of the executive posell publish on a regular basis up-to-date
information containing:

1. description of his/her powers as well as dattherorganizational structure, functions and
responsibilities of the administration led by hierh

2. list of the acts issued within the scope opisvers;

3. description of the data volumes and resources] by the respective administration;

4. the name, the address, the telephone numbehandorking hours of the respective

administration's office which is authorized to i@eerequests for access to public information,.
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According to Art. 24 of the EPA:
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- on an annual basis, each head of an adminigratiucture in the system of the execut
branch of government shall publish data for thayamrand resources of processed environmg
information.

- According toArt. 25(1) of the EPA:

- the Minister of Environment and Water shall sssun order determining the description of
information arrays and resources, when they comtauironmental information.

Art. 5 ¢/

According to Art. 25 (3) of the EPA:
- the description of the information arrays shlpublished on the Internet site of the Minis
of Environment and Water.

Art. 5d/

In conformity with Art.22. (1) of the Environmental Protection Act (Amende&6G, issue 7]
of 2005) the Council of Ministers annually subntitssthe General Assembly a report on
state of the environment proposed by the MinisterEavironment and Water, which
publishes after its acceptance as National Reportthe State and Preservation of
Environment.

(2) The report pursuant to Para. 1 shall be subditb the National Assembly within
three-month’s term after the provision of the datd the information by the National Statisti
Institute.

-Art. 5 e/

According to Art. 19/2/ of the EPA:

- "information relating to the environment" shalkan any information in written, visual, aun
electronic or other physical form regarding...... ,as lwad the activities and/or measur
including administrative measures, internationateagients, policies, legislation, plans 3
programmes impacting or capable of impacting thérenmental media.

According to Art. 25 (1) of the EPA:

- the Minister of Environment and Water shall s&n order determining the description of
information arrays and resources, where the saalysrand resources contain any informat
covered under Article 19 of the EPA.

Art. 5f/

According to Art. 133 (1) of the EPA:

- by applying the National Eco-management and ABdtlieme, a sustained improvement in
performance of the various organizations is acligmeterms of both environmental protecti
and provision of relevant information to the pulaitd other parties concerned.

Art. 5 g/

In conformity with Art. 22. (1) (Amended — SG, issue 77 of 2005) of the Emvirental
Protection Act the Council of Ministers annuallybsuits to the General Assembly a report
the state of the environment proposed by the Minisf Environment and Water, which
publishes after its acceptance as National Reporithe State and Preservation of

Environment.

- Art. 5h/

According to Art 137 of the EPA:
- the objective of the National Eco-label Award Suoleeshall be to promote developme
production, distribution and use of products whichve the potential to reduce adve
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environmental impacts in comparison to other préglo€ the same product group. The Natio
Eco-label Award Scheme shall be implemented by meain provision of accurate, no
misleading and scientifically based informatiorcémsumers on such products.

Art51i/

According to Art. 130(1) of the EPA:

- the Executive Environment Agency shall keep Aalipuregister of the results of emissig
monitoring as provided for in the integrated pesmiThe data of the register shall
transmitted to the European Register of Noxiouss&uire Emissions.

nal

ns
be

Describe anypbstacles encountereéh the implementation of any of the paragrapharttle 5.

Answer:

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on thelection and
dissemination of environmental information in i, e.g. are there any statistics available
on the information published?

Answer:

Transparency and efficient access to environmentaimation in Bulgaria is ensured main
through the websites of the public institutions dhibugh their information centers and th
published reports, bulletins, and other specialieddions. This is part of the wider trend
providing available environmental information videdronic tools and this is one of t
priorities of the Ministry of Environment and Water

In conformity with the ratified by the Minister &nvironment and Water Rules for accepta
and issuance of electronic documents in the adtréicn of the Ministry of Environment ar
Water since the beginning of year 2005 it has beessible to file applications signed
universal electronic signature (UES) through thmutrfor acceptance of electronic documents
the Internet site of the Ministry of Environmenidawater.

The Executive Environment Agency (EXEA), jointly tiwvithe Ministry of Environment an
Water, and with the technical assistance of therfarsEnvironmental Agency, has develope
Catalogue of Environmental Data Sources in Bulgaria

In conformity with the requirements of the new @egital legislation the Ministry o
Environment and Water and the Executive Environm&gency shall maintain about 2
registers and databases related to the environment.

The reports and bulletins published by the MOEW #redEXEA are accessible via the Inter,
at: http://nfp-bg.eionet.eu.int/ncesd/bul/bulletiriml .

| Pursuant to Art. 22, Para. 3 (New - SG, issue 7208f5) of the Environmental Protection Act f
Regional Inspectorates for Environment and Wataually within a term of up to 30 April shall prapg
a regional report on the state of the environmentheir relevant territory for the preceding yethe
contents and the scope of the regional report dhelldefined by instructions of the Minister
Environment and Water.

Information on accidents and disasters in Bulgasigorovided to the public by the Civi

Protection Agency, MOEW and ExEA.
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All acts adopted by the National Assembly, as \&slithe regulations and decisions enacted by
the Council of Ministers are published in the St@tzette. Digital versions of the full texts gan

be found in legal databases as APIS, CIELA, DIGES®&&., maintained by various privdte
companies. In theEuropean Integratiohsection of the Ministry’s website are publishdgb t
complete texts of the national environmental lawsl aegulations, harmonized with the
European ones. In this section are also publishgdaBian translations of the main EU legal
acts in the field of environment. There is alsd lio the European Commission’s website, where
the environmental acquis are published.

A “List of Conventions to which Bulgaria is a Pdrtis published in the Ihternational
Cooperatiori section of the Ministry’s website.

The main strategies, action plans and programiadrfield of environment are published at the
specially dedicated sectiortrategies and Prograrfisof the Ministry’s website.

The main policy documents such as strategies, anagrand action plans, can be found in|the
Ministry’s information center, as well as in thepective sector departments.

There is a special sectiobialogu€’ at the Ministry’s website, where all importantwelraft
laws, strategies, plans, and programs are publistredomments and where respective policy
implementation reports are also provided.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.moew.government.bg/

http://nfp-bg.eionet.eu.int/ncesd/index.html

Article 6

List legislative, regulatory and other measures thiaimplement the provisions on public
participation in decisions on specific activitiesn article 6.

Explain how each paragraph of article 6 has begheimented. Describe the transposition of the
relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-distnation requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.
Also, and in particular, describe:

€) With respect taragraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

M The provisions of article 6 are applied with reggeaecisions on whether
to permit proposed activities listed in annex tite Convention;

(ii) The provisions of article 6 are applied to decision proposed activities no
listed in annex | which may have a significant effen the environment;

—

(b)  Measures taken to ensure that the public concasnatbrmed, early in an
environmental decision-making procedure, and iadequate, timely and effective manner, of the
matters referred to iparagraph 2;
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(©) Measures taken to ensure that the time framesgbublic participation procedure
respect the requirementspdragraph 3;

(d)  With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is earlygubli
participation;

(e)  With respect tgparagraph 5, measures taken to encourage prospective applittants

identify the public concerned, to enter into disiass, and to provide information regarding the
objectives of their application before applying éopermit;

) With respect tgparagraph 6, measures taken to ensure that:

M The competent public authorities give the publina@rned all information
relevant to the decision-making referred to incietb that is available at th
time of the public participation procedure;

11%

(i) In particular, the competent authorities give te plublic concerned the
information listed in this paragraph;

(g)  With respect tgparagraph 7, measures taken to ensure that procedures forcpub
participation allow the public to submit commenmtdprmation, analyses or opinions that it
considers relevant to the proposed activity;

(h)  With respect tgparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that in a decision due
account is taken of the outcome of the public pgudition;

® With respect tgaragraph 9, measures taken to ensure that the public is prgmptl
informed of a decision in accordance with the appete procedures;

()] With respect tgaragraph 10,measures taken to ensure that when a public
authority reconsiders or updates the operatingitiond for an activity referred to in paragraph 1
the provisions of paragraphs 2 to 9 are appliedimgathe necessary changes, and where
appropriate;

[op)

(k)  With respect tgparagraph 11, measures taken to apply the provisions of artidie
decisions on whether to permit the deliberate seled genetically modified organisms into the
environment.

Answer:
Article 6, paragraph 1 of the Convention

The List of activities enclosed as Annex | to tren@ention is completely transposed in Annex
the Environmental Protection Act.
Article 6, paragraph 1 (b) of the Conventionis transposed with the provisions of:
- Atrticle 93 of the EPA ;
Article 2 of the Regulation on the Conditions amdrms for Carrying Out Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programs (SG 57/2004)

Article 6, paragraph 2 of the Conventionis transposed with the provisions of:
- Articles 87, 95, 97 of the EPA;

- Articles 19, 20, 21, 22 of the Regulation on thenditons and Terms for Carrying Out

of
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Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programs;
- Articles 9, 16 of the Regulation on the Terms andnditions for Carrying ou
Environmental Impact Assessment .

Article 6, paragraph 8 of the Conventionis transposed with the provisions of:
- Articles 87 and 99 of the EPA,;
- Article 18 of the Regulation on the Terms and Ctiads for Carrying out Environment

Impact Assessment of Investment Proposals for @aetsin, Activities and Technologies;;

- Article 26 of the Regulation on the @dions and Terms for Carrying Out Environment
Assessment of Plans and Programs

Article 6, paragraph 9 of the Conventionis transposed with the provisions of:
- Articles 88 and 99 of the EPA,;
- Article 27 of the Regulation on the Conditions amMkthods for Carrying Ou
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programs.

Article 6, paragraph 10 of the Conventionis transposed with the provisions of:
- Articles 85 and 93 of the EPA..

Article 6, paragraph 11 of the Convention

Pursuant to Art. 50. (1) of the Law on Genetically Modified Organisrhg tMinistry of
Environment and Water shall organize public disiuss/hich shall be held not later than 45 da

(2) The summary of the technical dossier, the sumnod the assessment of the ri
pursuant to Art. 43 and the standpoint of the Cossion pursuant to Art. 49, Para. 5 shall
presented at the public discussion.

(3) The information determined as confidential aic@dance with the procedure establis
by Chapter Six may not be subject to discussion.

(4) The subject-matter of public discussion anditivation where the needed informatior
at the disposal of the interested persons shanibpeunced not later than 30 days prior to the

t

=2

=

S.
sk
be

hed

S
date

of the discussion in a central daily paper, throtdigh local information mass media, throygh

placement of announcements in the relevant towis-éthin the region of release of GMO
environment, as well as on the Internet site ofitfiermation system pursuant to Art. 4, Para

in
2

The date and the location where the public disousshall be held shall also be announced in th.e

notification.

(5) Each person may present a standpoint on thiedtinatter of the discussion in writing

or in electronic form.

(6) The applicant or his representatives and thebees of the Commission shall also
invited for participation in the public discussion.
(7) Minutes shall be kept at the public discussidgrich shall be applied to the documents for
issuance of the permit.

Describe anypbstacles encounteredéh the implementation of any of the paragrapharttle 6.

Answer:
The legislation regarding the environmental assessiis in force since 1 July 2004 and practice
not enough for summarizing the difficulties.

Regarding the procedure on the environmental impasessment, the publicity and the pu
concerned are involved in the whole decision-makiragess — from the first announcement for

be

the
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investment proposal (beginning of the processjhélannouncement for the decision taken (en
the process). The identification of the public cenmed which is involved in the consultati
process during the environmental impact assessimemt obligation of the investor (according
the legislation). In some cases it complicates plecedure when there are other persons
would like to participate in the consultations datr stage of the process.

d of
on
to
who

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in decisions on specific activitiesarticle 6,e.g. are there any statistics or other
information available on public participation in decisions on specific activities or on decision
not to apply the provisions of this article to promsed activities serving national defense
purposes.

Answer:

Summarized statistic data on the public particgrat{number of participants) in the decisig
making process is not available. Bigger activityrepresentatives of the local publicity can
noticed in the process on the environmental impasessment especially when private interest
concerned. The representatives of the environm&@&s are usually more active in cases of
infrastructure projects or when the protected aseasoncerned.

n_
be
S are
big

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.moew.government.bg/
http://www.riosv-pd.hit.bg/
http://www.riosv-vt.hit.bg/
http://riosvmon.net-surf.net/
http://riosvsz.dir.bg/
http://www.rioswpz.hit.bg/
http://www.vracakarst.com/riosv/
http://riewpleven.hit.bg/
http://www.riosv.icon.bg/
http://www.riew-varna.org/

http://riosvrs.hit.bg/

Article 7

List the appropriate practical and/or other provisions made for the public to participate
during the preparation of plans and programmes reléing to the environment.Describe the
transposition of the relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-discrimination
requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:

» According to Art. 75(3) of the EPA the process déberation and publi
discussion of the National Environmental Stratetpalls furthermore involve
representatives of the research community and oh-goyvernmenta
environmental and branch organizations.

<
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» Definitions:
1. "Public”
The definition of “public” is transposed in item 2fithe Supplementary Provisions of the
EPA:

“Public" shall be one or more natural or juristergons and the associations, organizations
or groups thereof, established in accordance Wwemttional legislation.

2. "Public concerned"
The definition of “public concerned” is fully trapgsed in item 25 of the Supplementary
Provisions of the EP&upplemented — SG, issue 77 of 2005)

1) "Public concerned" shall be the public referreihtdgem 24, which is affected or is
likely to be affected, or which has an interesthi@ procedures for approval of plang
programmes, development proposals, and in theideaisaking process on the
issuance or updating of permits according to tlegudure established by this Act, g
in the conditions set in the permits¢lusive of the ecological non-governmental
organizations created in compliance with the natlidegislation;

=

.3. "Environmental Information"
The definition is transposed in Art. 18 of the EPA:
The information relating to the environment shail b
1. available primary information;
2. available pre-processed information;
3. expressly processed information.

and Art. 19 of the EPA:
"Information relating to the environment" shall meany information in written, visual,
aural, electronic or other physical form regarding:

1. the state of the environmental media as folloavsbient air, atmosphere, wate
soil, bowels of the earth, landscape, natural sitéseral diversity, biological diversity
and the components therein and the interactiondsiwhem;

2. (Supplemented - SG, issue 77 of 2005) the factorsuant to Art. 5, as well gs
the activities and/or measures, inclusive of theiadtrative measures, international
contracts,, policy, legislation in the sphere a# #mvironment, plans and programmes,
which exert or are in a position to exert impacterowthe components of the
environment;
3. the state of human health and safety, inasmsichey are or may be affected by
the state of the environmental media or, throughstid media, by the factors, activities
or measures referred to in Item 2;

4. cultural and historical heritage sites, buildirad installations, inasmuch as they [are
or may be affected by the state of the environnien&dia or, through the said media,
by the factors, activities or measures referreid tteem 2;

5.  costs-benefit analysis and other economic aealgnd assumptions used withi
the framework of the measures and activities reteto in Item 2;
6. emissions, discharges and other harmful impactee environment.

4. "Public authority"
According to Art. 21, (1) and (2) of the Environnt@nProtection Act (EPA) “publi¢
authorities” are the competent authorities whidhdefined as follows:

. central and local executive authorities that coliewd hold information relating t
the environment;

n

[®]
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. bodies and organizations that dispose of resouwtdke consolidated nationa

budget and that collect and hold information relgtio the environment, with the exception

of the legislative and judicial authorities.

According to the definition given in the AccessRablic Information Act, Art. 3, (1
and (2), “public authority” means:

. the state and local authorities, which create ahd jpublic information;

. public authorities that differ from the pointed abauthorities;

. individuals and legal entities as far as only thagtivities financed with funds

from the consolidated state budget are concerned;
. the mass media in regard of the transparency ofabégvity.

The requirement of Article 3 paragraph 9 is seagpnain principal in th€onstitution of the
Republic of Bulgaria:

Article 26 (1)of the Bulgarian Constitution statdwt: “The citizens of the Republic of

Bulgaria, wherever they are, have all rights anlijations referred to in this Constitution.

(2) The foreigners who are residents in RepubliBuoligaria have all rights and obligatiopns
referred to in this Constitution with the exceptioihthose rights and obligations for which

the Constitution and the Law require Bulgariarzeitiship.”

According to theAccess to Public Information Act, Article 4 (1) “Any citizen of the
Republic of Bulgaria is entitled to access to pubiformation subject to the conditions a

nd

the procedure set forth in this act, unless anaheprovides for a special procedure to seek,

receive and impart such information..

(2) Foreign citizens and individuals with no citiship shall enjoy the right under paragraph

1 in the Republic of Bulgaria.
(3) Legal entities shall also enjoy the right ungaragraph 1.”

The Environmental Protection Actis a special legal act regarding the access torirdtion
under Article 17: “Anyone shall have the right afcass to available information relating
the environment without having to prove a spedgifterest.”

Explain what opportunities there are for public participation in the preparation of policies
relating to the environment.

Answer:

An established practice is the MOEW to providefduoblic access all drafts of plans, program
and strategies on the Ministry’s website at thdiestrpossible stage, allowing a term of 30 d4q
for comments and proposals, as well as to organibdéic discussions.

°4

Describe anypbstacles encountereéh the implementation of article 7.

Answer:
There is still not enough practice.

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in decisions on specific activitiesarticle 7.

YS

Answer:
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A public discussion on the Draft National Enviromtad Strategy 2005-2014 was organized
a lot of the proposals made during the discussame been reflected. The draft Strategy has
also up-loaded to the Ministry’s website for comiseand proposals.

and
been

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.moew.government.bg

Article 8

Describe what efforts are made tgromote effective public participation during the
preparation by public authorities of executive reglations and other generally applicable
legally binding rules that may have a significant #fect on the environment. To the extent
appropriate, describe the transposition of the releant definitions in article 2 and the non-
discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:Pursuant to Art. 75, Para. 3 of the EPA represeesbf the scientific circles and non-
governmental ecological and branch organizatioss pérticipate in the process of development
public discussion of the National Strategy for Eomiment.

and

Describe anpbstacles encountereéh the implementation of article 8.

Answer:

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in the field covered by article 8.

Answer:

MOEW publishes on its website the drafts of theenorportant legal acts in order to provide
the public with the opportunity to express recomdaions, comments and suggestions.

As a good practice can be pointed out the participaof NGO representatives in the various
working groups on draft law development.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http:/Avww.moew.government.bg
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Article 9

List legislative, regulatory and other measures thaimplement the provisions on access to
justice in article 9.

Explain how each paragraph of article 9 has beg@heimented. Describe the transposition of the
relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disgnation requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.
Also, and in particular, describe:

(@) With respect tgparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

® Any person who considers that his or her requeghformation under
article 4 has not been dealt with in accordanch tié¢ provisions of that
article has access to a review procedure befooeid of law or another
independent and impartial body established by law;

(i) Where there is provision for such a review by artofilaw, such a
person also has access to an expeditious procesiaiglished by law that
is free of charge or inexpensive for reconsiderakip a public authority
or review by an independent and impartial body othan a court of law;

(i)  Final decisions under this paragraph are bindinthempublic authority
holding the information, and that reasons are dtatevriting, at least
where access to information is refused;

(b)  Measures taken to ensure that within the framewbrational legislation,
members of the public concerned meeting the citget out irparagraph 2 have access to a
review procedure before a court of law and/or amothdependent and impartial body
established by law, to challenge the substantidepaacedural legality of any decision, act or
omission subject to the provisions of article 6;

(c)  With respect tgparagraph 3, measures taken to ensure that where they meetthe
criteria, if any, laid down in national law, membef the public have access to administrative or

judicial procedures to challenge acts and omisdigr@rivate persons and public authorities
which contravene provisions of national law relgtia the environment;
(d)  With respect tgparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that:

® The procedures referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 gmddde adequate and
effective remedies;

(i) Such procedures otherwise meet the requiremenkssoparagraph;

(e)  With respect tgparagraph 5, measures taken to ensure that information is
provided to the public on access to administragive judicial review.
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ANSWER

Art. 9 a/i: The basic piece of Bulgarian legislation, relatinghe access to information is t
Access to Public Information Act (APIA). According articles 40-42 of the APIA, the decisio
for provision or refusal of information can be dbabed before court, the Supre
Administrative Court or thedministrative courtsdepending on the authority which has iss
the decision. Chapter Il of the Environmental Peoten Act (EPA) is applied for access
environmental information, but the procedure of general APIA is applied. Therefore t
Bulgarian legislation meets the requirements of Ashus Convention and provides eve
person, who considers that his or her request ritorination has not been dealt with
accordance with the provisions of Art. 4 of the @amtion, with the right to a review procedy
before a court of law. The Bulgarian legislatiomydes also that only a judicial procedure
applicable, which guarantees the independence efddrision made, as well as that
respective decision shall be mandatory for the athtnative body. The courts efficiently app
these provisions of the Bulgarian legislation amdigial practice is already established.

Art. 9 alii: According to the Bulgarian legislation, thereitly judicial review procedure for th
decisions relating to access to information (atidD, par.l of the APIA). As it relates to
administrative decision, the file is submitted tngh the respective administrative author
which has made the decision and therefore it caonsder its own decision. On the other ha
the taxes are paid according to fixed tariffs, leisthed for all courts As those cases
administrative cases, the respective taxes arvediasmall.

Art. 9 a/ iii: As there is only a judicial review procedure, twairt decisions are binding to ¢
public authorities, natural or legal persons. Thaurt decisions, concerning refusal
information, are binding also for all persons wlavéa the obligation to provide access to pu
information and are given in article 3 of the APIA.

Moreover, factual and legal reasons for refusingeas to public information shall be stated
writing, according to article 28, par.2 and artiBk, par 1 of the APIA, as well as according
the rules on access to public information estabtidhy the MOEW

Art. 9 b.: This issue is not explicitly regulated by the @arian legislation, but the members
the public concerned undoubtedly have the rightchhallenge any decision made by f{

administrative bodiesThe Administrative Procedure Code (APC) (promuldaftate Gazetie

issue 30/11.04.2006 in force since 12.07.2006 $twmalpplied with regard to the administrat

proceedings and the representatives of the puldig appeal resolutions of the administrat

authorities

On the one hand, the Constitution of the RepubfidBolgaria states the right of a clean
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environment, which provides the material groundarigone to participate in the judicial process
(according to Art. 6) and to challenge before cdlet legality of any decision, act or omission.
On the other hand, the constant judicial practicews that legal persons, including NGOs,
which meet the criteria of the national legislatenmd are registered, are given the possibility to

participate in the judicial process.

Art.9 c/: Members of the public have access to adminiseaiivjudicial procedures to challenge
acts and omissions by private persons and pubtfaties which contravene provisions of the

national law relating to the environment; this isypded by the Constitution of the Republic

of

Bulgaria, according to which everyone has righthealthy environment. This ensures the
constitutional grounds for challenging all acts amdissions of public authorities and private

persons, relating to the environment.

On the other hand, chapter XI of the EPA provides & civil liability to anyone, who ha
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inflicted environmental pollution or damage. AréclLl71 of the EPA explicitly provides the

possibility for the affected parties to bring aatiagainst the offender for cessation of the

violation and for elimination of the consequencepallution occurred.

Art.9 d: Bulgarian legislation provides a variety of opigofor the public to participate in the
judicial process. There are provisions for the trighfile administrative, civil or a criminal case,

relating to environmental matters. Court decisioakgting to environment, are mandatory to

all

administrative bodies, as well as to every natardégal person. On the other hand, the judicial

procedures are slow, so other options for speeadginthe process shall be regarded to settle

the

environmental disputes. Unfortunately the pubkelt does not seem to show a great interest in
using the access to justice possibilities in thitisg of environmental disputes. Seminars and

projects have been organized and they will assifiture for the public awareness raising as

far

as the environmental cases are concerned. At grésemdministrative and legal prerequisites

for effective access to justice have been created.

Art.9 e: With regards to providing information for the rewi procedures — a lot of activities

have been carried out to raise the public awaremggsding the Aarhus convention (publish

information on the MOEW website, holding seminass different target groups, publishing of

ng

information materials). That by all means will lelmdpublic awareness towards the possibilities

for access to justice and the opportunities ofphielic to file law suits for the cases relating
environment. On the other hand, art. 15 of Admiaiste Proceedings Act requires that

to
he

relevant terms and competent body for review promeghall be included in the decisions of the

administrative bodies (which constitute an admiatste act).
With regards to transparency of the court decisienas a general principle, the judic

al

procedures are public and everyone can be prasdheicourtroom. Apart from that, the court

decisions and the motives are available to publlice Supreme Administrative Court h

as

introduced a good practice of publishing its decisi and the protocols of the sessions on its

website. Some other courts — the courts of appeate of the regional and local courts, wh
have their websites, have followed this practice.

Describe anypbstacles encounteredéh the implementation of any of the paragrapharttle 9.

Answer:

- Problems in the judicial system;

ich

- The judicial process requires more time and thequares are slow. Sometimes the

required timing for issuing a court decision is roamplied with, which slows the

process;

- Lack of awareness and interest among the magistrateards the environmental matt
and lack of sufficient capacity. Capacity buildiagtivities are required, as for exam
the environmental law need to be included in theicuium of the Academy for Trainin
of Magistrates.

- Need of environmental capacity building for legedfpssionals and more classes nee
be added to the curriculum for Environmental law;

- Insufficient public awareness;

- Need of serious academic works and publicationthisrmatter.
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Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on a&sc® justice
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0

pursuant to article ®.g. are there any statistics available on enviremental justice and are
there any assistance mechanisms to remove or reduancial and other barriers to access
to justice?

Answer:

No statistics available.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http:/Mww.moew.government.bgMinistry of Environment and Water
http://www.mjeli.government.bg/Ministry of Justice
http://www.sac.government.bgSupreme Administrative Court
http://www.vss.justice.bg/ Supreme Judicial Council

Articles 10-22 are not for national implementation.

General comments on the Convention’s objective:

If appropriate, indicate how the implementatiorilef Convention contributes to the protectio
of the right of every person of present and fuggeerations to live in an environment adequa
to his or her health and well-being.

Answer:

There is no doubt that the ratification and implementation of the Aarhus Convention
contributes to the development of the civil societyn Bulgaria. The ratification process
itself and the preparation for practical implementaion of the Convention have already
stimulated a series of legislative and institutionlameasures undertaken by the publig
authorities in order to ensure effective access tenvironmental information and public
participation in the decision-making process.

ite
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Meeting of the Parties to the

Convention on Access to Information,
Public Participation in Decision-making and
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

(First meeting, Lucca, ltaly, 21-23 October 2002)
(Item 6 (b) of the provisional agenda)

DRAFT DECISION 1/8
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

The Meeting,

Recallingarticle 10, paragraph 2, of the Convention, wlsitsltes that, at their meetings,
the Parties shall keep under continuous revievinipéementation of the Convention on the basis
of regular reporting by the Parties,

Recognizinghat reporting is a vital element in ensuring tihé informed about activities
undertaken by Parties pursuant to the Convention,

Recognizing alsthat regular reporting by Parties provides impurtontextual
information which will facilitate the assessmentommpliance under the Convention and thereby
contribute to the work of the Compliance Committee,

Believingthat public involvement in the process of repaytis likely to improve the
quality and accuracy of reports and to strengtherctedibility of the reporting process,

Noting that regular reporting by Parties may also sesva means to keep the public
informed of measures taken by Parties to implertftenConvention,

Taking into accounthe objective of a simple, concise and not exgesburdensome
reporting mechanism,

Page Break:
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Recognizinghat using a standard format for reporting withyide a useful structure for
organizing the information received and will faigte the incorporation of relevant parts of the
reports into a database, as well as contributeeg@bdmparability of reports,

Emphasizinghe importance of timely submission of reports,

Request®ach Party to submit to the secretariat, in advafiche second ordinary meeting
of the Parties, or in advance of the first ordinaugeting of the Parties following the entry into
force of the Convention for that Party, whiche\sethie later, a report on:

The necessary legislative, regulatory or other m@ssthat it has taken to implement the
provisions of the Convention; and

Their practical implementation,
in accordance with the format set out in the arnpekis decision;

Also requestgach Party in advance of each subsequent medtthg @arties to review
the report and to prepare and submit an updatesioveof it to the secretariat;

Furthermore requestie Parties to prepare their reports throughresparent and
consultative process involving the public;

Requestshat such reports should be submitted to the sa@eelectronically and on
paper in one of the official languages of the Cartiem, as well as in the language(s) of the Party,
So as to arrive no later than 120 days before teting of the Parties for which they are
submitted;

Requestshe secretariat to prepare a synthesis repoddonh meeting of the Parties
summarizing the progress made and identifying St trends, challenges and solutions
(“synthesis report”);

Invites Signatories and other States not Party to the &uion, pending their ratification
or accession, to submit reports on measures takapply the Convention, in accordance with the
aforementioned procedures;

Invitesinternational, regional and non-governmental oizgtions engaged in
programmes or activities providing support to Rarand/or other States in the implementation of
the Convention to provide the secretariat with repon their programmes or activities and
lessons learned,;

Requestshe secretariat to:

Circulate the synthesis report and the reportsnedeo in paragraphs 1 and 2 in the
official languages of the Convention, as well gsorés submitted to it in accordance with
paragraphs 6 and 7, to the Meeting of the Paied;
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Post these reports on the UNECE web site in thgulages in which they are available;

Invites Parties and other States preparing their reportstisider adapting these to
provide guidance to members of the public on ther@se of their rights under the Convention
and the relevant implementing legislation.
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Annex



